339. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, AMRITSA&
December J, 1924
Mahatma Gandhi, in replying to both the addresses jointly, said that it
was with considerable difficulty that he had accepted them and its reason he
had now noticed in that very meeting* When he had visited Amritsar for the
first time and had toured in the country he heard people shouting Mahatma
Gandhiki jai. He was not pleased to hear that, for the people had begun to do
improper things in his name. He appealed to the people to forget his name
and shout Hindu-Miissal'manki jai, which the audience then repeated. He said
that the people should better call victory to the charkha, because no useful
purpose could be served by calling his jai. He prayed to God that if He wanted
to keep him alive, He should utilize him for some good and noble purpose and
he also prayed that the Hindus and the Mohammedans should give up their
differences. Even sticking to their own religion they could give up all bitterness
towards the other's religion. They could carry on, their shuddhi propaganda
without saying any words against the Koran. He said that in one of the ad-
dresses they had ascribed these frictions to the leaders. This was true. For it
were not the goondas who fought. He could prove that he was responsible for
this trouble and the leaders were responsible for it. But he appealed to the
people not to be misled by the leaders, because it were the people who made
them their leaders.
Mahatma Gandhi then referred to the request asking him to stay there for
some time to make up these differences and said that it were the local people
who could very well do it. He could not do it, nor had he the time to stay
there. He asked the people if they had forgotten the Jallianwala Bagh and the
13th of April. He said that if there could be any place which should have
been immune from all such troubles it was Amritsar. He admitted that he had
lost all influence; it was their work now. The Hindus and the Mohammedans
did not listen to him. He was accused of showing undue favours to the
Mohammedans, but the Hindus did not know that he had every right to re-
primand the Hindus, while being not so much acquainted with the Moham-
medan religion, he could not say anything against it which might be harmful in
any way or offend their religious susceptibilities. But being a Hindu himself
1 At Jallianwala Bagh under the presidentship of Dr. Sant Ram Seth;
a joint address of welcome was presented by the Muslim League, KMlafat Com-
mittee, the local Congress Committee, Central Sikh League, Hindu Sabha,
Citizens' Association, Maharashtra Samaj and Gujarat Mitra MandaL Another
address was presented by the volunteers and young men of Amritsar who had
returned from jailv
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